[Successful treatment for advanced hepatocellular carcinoma by hepatic arterial infusion of CDDP powder as second-line chemotherapy].
A 72-year-old man with type C liver cirrhosis had suffered from hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) since April, 2001. HCC spread diffusely all over the right lobe of his liver, and the serum alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) value increased up to 42,696 ng/ml in June of 2004. He was implanted with a port-catheter system, and hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy (HAIC) using low-dose of CDDP and 5-FU was started. However, it was not effective and after 4 months, the serum AFP level increased up to 755,030 ng/ml, ascites appeared, and gastro-esophageal varices also spread. No definite metastasis was detected, then we started to second-line chemotherapy. He was then given HAIC using CDDP powder for intraarterial use (CDDP 50 mg/m(2)/20 min, monthly). After 3 courses, the serum AFP level decreased to 9 10 ng/ml, and abdominal CT revealed that the main tumor had regressed and ascites had disappeared. After one more course, the serum AFP value decreased to 8 ng/ml and complete response was achieved on abdominal CT imaging. There was no major complication related to the chemotherapy. HAIC for advanced HCC using LFP has been reported to achieve favorable results, but no other regimens have been proved to the standard for HCC. HAIC using CDDP powder for advanced HCC may be beneficial as the second-line chemotherapy.